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News Release
PROTON GROWS EXPORT SALES
- 225 cars shipped from Northport to Alexandria port in Cairo
- Saga and Exora among three models set for market debut in October
Tanjung Malim, 20 September 2018 – PROTON added to its export activities in 2018 during a flag-off ceremony at its plant in
Tanjung Malim today.
A total of 225 Proton cars will set sail on 22 September 2018 from Northport, Klang, and are set to arrive at Alexandria port in
Cairo on 6 October. Once there, they will be received by PROTON’s distributor in Egypt, Alpha Ezz El-Arab, to be distributed to
the seven branches and dealers that serve the market.
Rebuilding a brand presence
The ceremony in Tanjung Malim marks the first shipment of Proton cars to Egypt in nearly three years. The last shipment,
comprising 320 units of the Proton Gen 2 and Persona, was sent in December 2015 before the devaluation of the local currency
made it impossible to price new stock competitively. Efforts by the distributor and the continued export of parts however ensured
the needs of owners were met while waiting for a turnaround in the economic climate.
With market conditions having improved, PROTON is now able to re-establish export activities and take advantage of an
automotive market projected to experience significant growth in Total Industry Volume (TIV) over the next few years. Fuelling
its stronger presence will be three Proton models making their local market debut coupled to improvements in product quality
due to the introduction of product audit processes used by Geely.
"PROTON is excited at being able to export its cars to a market where they have proven to be popular in the past. Buyers there
value the safety, reliability and strong resale price of Proton cars, qualities evident in the three models set to be launched in
Cairo in October. To ensure sufficient stocks, the distributor has ordered an additional 280 units to be shipped next month with
a target of 1,000 cars for the whole of 2018,” said Dato’ Radzaif Mohamed, Deputy Chief Executive Officer of PROTON.
Aside from resuming new car sales in Egypt, Alpha Ezz El-Arab will also be introducing PROTON’s new Corporate Identity (CI)
in 3 outlets. This is a significant step as they will be the first to carry PROTON’s latest showroom CI outside of Malaysia.
“The move to adopt our new CI shows our distributor is in step with our aim of building a consistent brand experience and image
for PROTON internationally. It will also help in our aim to add to the more than 13,000 Proton cars that have been sold in Egypt
since 2004,” he added.
Focusing on export initiatives
One of the key areas identified to fuel business growth for PROTON is export markets. Therefore, significant steps are being
taken to ensure plans to grow export sales can be fulfilled, including studies on exploring possible CKD activities in other
countries. This will help in markets where PROTON competes against brands with established CKD operations and opens up
the possibility of establishing regional hubs.
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“As PROTON seeks to drive its export initiatives forward, establishing regional CKD activities will be vital to increasing our brand
visibility and growing sales volume. It will also improve our cost effectiveness and help to speed up entry into new markets. At
this point however, the PROTON Tanjung Malim plant as well as Perusahaan Otomobil Nasional Shah Alam Plant remain
essential as they will build the cars required to serve our export markets in a timely manner,” said Dato’ Radzaif.
-EndAbout PROTON
PROTON Holdings Berhad is 50.1% owned by DRB-HICOM Berhad and 49.9% by Zhejiang Geely Holding Group Co. Ltd.
Established in 1983, it is the only full-fledged OEM car manufacturer that is complete with research and development (R&D)
facility in South-East Asia and was established with three primary national policy objectives, which are, to spearhead the
development of component manufacturing industries, to acquire and upgrade technology and industrial skills within the
automotive manufacturing industry and to strengthen the international competitiveness of Malaysia’s industrial capability.
1985 marked a momentous year in Malaysia’s history when the country’s first national car, the Proton Saga, rolled out for the
masses. Since then, its offerings include versatile and reliable four-door family vehicles such as the Saga and Persona, stylish
executive sedans such as Prevé, the elegant executive D-segment Perdana as well as spacious and affordable multi-purpose
vehicles like the Exora and Ertiga. There is also the sleek sporty Suprima S that is packed with performance and the bold
and stylish Iriz than emphasises safety and is the most affordable 5-Star ASEAN NCAP car.
PROTON is more than just a car company as its inception as a key driver of national development has seen the brand
accelerate its learning curve through technology transfer with strategic partnership and technical collaborations. There is no
doubt that it has helped grow the Malaysian economy through its progress and success in the automobile industry.
By listening to the needs of customers, PROTON cars are now steadily on track to achieve the mission for the future, with
PROTON set to become a marque which builds quality and safe cars with passion and soul; cars that are enjoyable to drive and a pleasure to own. For more information, visit http://www.proton.com.
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